
GEOG 297, Study Abroad: Honduras 
Summer 2012 

 

                              
 
 
Instructor: Dr. Pamela Scheffler       email: pamelays@hawaii.edu 
               Office phone: 934-2622 
         Office Hours: by appointment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Description:  This course provides a personalized experience in agriculture and natural 
resources management at the Zamorano University, Honduras.  Students will chose among a variety of 
course offerings that will be provided over a 10-day in-country experience.  Students will create a 
photojournalism project when they return to the U.S 
 
 
SLO (Student Learning Outcomes): By the end of this course you will: have learned about 
international agriculture in the developing world, improved your technical skills in agriculture and/or 
natural resources management, and have experienced a new culture. 
 
 
 
Grades will be based on the following: 
 
Participation/attendance                                            55 pts 
Photolournalism Project     45 pts  
Total                                                       100 pts 
 

 

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, 
and narrow-mindedness.”  
    – Mark Twain 



Learning environment: This course will be held the Zamorano University in Honduras (Central 
America).  Expectations at Zamorano are different from the ones you are held to in the United States.  
You will receive handouts that cover Zamorano rules and expectations.  You are expected to abide by 
all Zamorano University rules and participate fully in the courses and activities you are assigned.  
Although there will be bilingual students and staff to help you with translation, Spanish is the official 
language of Honduras and will be the most common language you hear.  The ability to be flexible and 
laugh at oneself will be important skills – I can almost guarantee that there will be miscommunications 
and unexpected changes during your stay.  While abroad your behavior will reflect not only on you, but 
also on Hawaii Community College and the United States in general, consider yourself a “cultural 
ambassador” and do your best to understand and respect Honduran culture.  Residing in a foreign 
country is challenging but also exciting.  Please keep yourself open to enjoying new experiences.   
 
Materials needed:  You will a packing list written by staff at Zamorano University.  Please pack 
appropriately. In order to complete the photo journalism project you will need to bring a camera in 
addition to the items on the list.   
 
Course Schedule:  We will be meeting at Hilo Airport at 12pm May 15 for our first flight.  We will 
arrive in Tegucigalpa, Honduras at 11:02 on May 16 and be met by staff from Zamorano.  This first 
afternoon will be an orientation to Zamorano and classes will start at 6:30am on May 17.  Please see 
your personalized schedule for classes and times.  Your last class will end at 10:30am on May 25 after 
which we will have supervised free time in the capital city of Tegucigalpa.  Our flight departs 
Tegucigalpa at 11:55am on May 26.  After departure from Honduras you may schedule the remainder 
of your time as you would like.  Your photojournalism project is due on June 15. 
 
Photojournalism Project:  A photojournalism project will be due approximately 2 ½ weeks after your 
return to the United States.  This project is a photo-rich narrative of your time abroad.  There are few 
restrictions on this assignment (e.g., you may use still or video images or a combination and may use 
written word or narration, etc.).  There is no length restriction but it should be long enough to tell a 
complete story without being so long as to tire the viewer.   DUE: June 15, 2012. 
  
Passing Grades: 
90-100% A   70-79% C 
80-89% B   60-69% D 
 
Counselors are available: please call 974-7741 if you would like to speak with a counselor about any issues which have a 
negative impact on you ability to successfully complete this, or any other, class. 
 
*Compliance with HawCC Student Conduct Code: 
Every student is expected to comply with the student conduct code: “Impermissible behavior includes… interference in the 
rights of others, interference with university processes, theft of mutilation of college property, disruption, abuse of 
controlled substances, off-campus behavior, academic dishonesty which includes cheating and plagiarism.” 
 
**Individual Accommodation 
H.C.C. is committed to provide equal access to the campus, classes, and programs for students who have disabilities. If you 
have a documented disability and/or related access needs, please see your instructor during office hours or contact Karen 
Kane of the Ha`awi Kokua Program (933-0702) as early as possible.  If you are a student who needs to have an 
accommodation, please discuss your needs and make your request in a timely manner.  
 
 

"A nation, like a person, has a mind - a mind that must be 
kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that understands 

the hopes and needs of its neighbors - all the other nations that 
live within the narrowing circle of the world."  FDR 


